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On behalf of the Board of Directors and members of ABSANZ, it is our pleasure to
welcome you to the 2026 ABSANZ Annual Biosafety and Biocontainment Conference.
As Australasia's leading forum for biosafety, biocontainment and biosecurity
professionals, our conference brings together experts from across government,
research, healthcare, higher education and industry. We are delighted to welcome
you to Melbourne and the Pullman Melbourne Albert Park for several days of learning,
collaboration and professional networking.

This conference provides a unique opportunity to connect with colleagues and engage
with architects, engineers, biosafety managers, regulators, researchers and industry
leaders who are shaping the future of biosafety and biocontainment throughout
Australasia. Whether you are attending technical sessions, participating in discussions
or networking with peers, we hope you leave with new knowledge, valuable
connections and fresh perspectives.

Our sincere thanks go to our sponsors and exhibitors, whose continued support is
fundamental to the success of this conference. Many have partnered with ABSANZ for
many years, and their ongoing commitment enables us to deliver a high-quality
professional event. We encourage you to visit the exhibition throughout the
conference to learn about the latest technologies, products and services supporting
safe and effective laboratory and biocontainment environments.

Finally, thank you to our speakers, organising committee, volunteers and everyone
who has contributed their time and expertise to making this conference possible.
We hope you enjoy your time in Melbourne and wish you a rewarding and memorable
conference.

Carie-Anne Logue
Chair, 2026 ABSANZ Conference Committee

Welcome



ABOUT ABSANZ
Our Members

ABSANZ has over 360 members
from the biosafety and

biocontainment community

ABSANZ is the peak body for
Australia and New Zealand in
biosafety and biosecurity. Our
purpose is to protect people, the
community and the environment
through advancing knowledge in
biosafety, biocontainment and biorisk
management.

The key objectives of ABSANZ
include:

• Building expertise within the
biosafety community through local
and global collaboration
• Seeking consistency across the
regulatory environment through
understanding the goals and
challenge of the sector
• Delivering high quality educational
tools
• Providing networking opportunities
• Disseminating information and
advocating on behalf of members
and the community

ABSANZ is run entirely by
volunteers, supported by a part-
time Association Manager. The
Association is entirely self-funded
through membership subscriptions
and the annual conference, and we
thank our members for their
continued support in making
events like this possible

2026 Conference Committee

Carie-Anne Logue, Chair, Griffith University
Megan Coleman, Vice Chair, Otago University 
Elizabeth Collins, University of South Australia, 
Jess Hall, University of South Australia, 
Rebecca Marnane, Auckland University
Nenad Firez, Wood



ABSANZ 2026 Conference
Program at a glance 

Registration
Exhibitor Bump In
Pre Conference Workshops

Registration
Welcome Breakfast
Plenary Sessions

Registration
Plenary Sessions
Discussion Panel - Consistency and
Compliance in a Risk Assessed Framework
Conference Dinner

Registration
Plenary Sessions
Discussion Panel 
Exhibitor Bump Out

Monday 27 July 2026

Tuesday 28 July 2026

Wednesday 29 July 2026

Thursday 30 July 2026

TFriday 31 July 2026 Site Tours



Facilitators: Stephen Coulter, Neil Walls, Mark Craig, Darren Green, Richard Sale,
Tom Rimmington and Zibby Perich

Workshop 1 (Full Day)- “Design Masterclass - rare opportunity to spend a day with 
industry professionals” 

In this full-day masterclass you will have the opportunity to meet with and interact
with industry greats across the disciplines of Architecture, hydraulics. Electrical,
mechanical and process design. The workshop is designed to inspire young designers
with the variety and complexity of projects these highly experienced designers have
worked on over many years. How they go about approaching designs. Mistakes that
they have made and one or two go to rules of thumb that every experienced engineer
or architect uses to test the design requirements and make sure the design is fit for
purpose. There will also be time for participants to interact with the panel of experts.
Specifically designed for young design and engineering professionals starting their
career, it is also suitable for experienced professionals who want to take part in this
rare opportunity to meet with some highly experienced designers in the industry.

Neil Walls, Biocontainment Mechanical Engineer
Stephen Coulter, GMP and Biocontainment Engineer
Mark Craig, Senior Architect
Darren Green, Former Technical Director; Senior Process and Mechanical Engineer
Richard Sale, Senior Architect
Tom Rimmington, Senior Civil, Fire and Hydraulic Engineer
Zibby Perich, Engineering Manager; Senior Electrical Engineer

Workshops
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Facilitators: Lisa van Duin and Dr Ann Cornish

Workshop 2 (Half Day am) - "Competency Requirements and Professional Development 
in Biorisk Management"

The term 'Biorisk Management Advisor' was first introduced in the CEN Workshop
Agreement (CWA) 15793 in 2008. This term can be applied to a range of professionals
responsible for assisting and advising on Biorisk Management (biosafety and
biosecurity), including senior scientists, responsible officers, Biosafety Officers,
Laboratory Managers and OHS Advisors. In addition, ISO 35001 requires that Biorisk
Management Advisors be competent (i.e. have the appropriate education and
experience) to 'provide advice, guidance and assurance on issues relating to biorisk
management'.
In 2024, ISO published TS 5441 'Competence requirements for biorisk management
advisors' which defines the basic technical requirements for these key individuals to
advise on biosafety and biosecurity matters.

Join us on this interactive course to become familiar with best international practice
requirements in relation to the necessary skills and knowledge for advisors in this field
and determine what areas you (and your organisation) would benefit from developing
further. We will also cover the currently available opportunities for gaining expertise in
biorisk management and how you might approach your ongoing professional
development to support your career goals.   

This workshop will include both theoretical and interactive sessions that covers the
following learning objectives:

• Be familiar with the competence requirements for biorisk management advisors
specified in ISO/TS 5441

• Understand how these standards tie in with the implementation of a biorisk
management program
 
• Be aware that competent advisors are key to supporting regulatory compliance and
ensuring safer laboratory work environments
 
• Understand how to perform a gap analysis to identify areas to develop

• Become familiar with a range of opportunities available to support and demonstrate
your continuing professional development as a competent advisor.

https://www.absanz.org.au/2026-conference-workshops
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Facilitators: Dr Richard Spence | MPI, Dr Rachel Gamble and Gilles Tremblay |
Pond and Co

Workshop 3 (Half Day pm)- "Risk Assessment: One size doesn't fit all"

This workshop dives deep into the risk assessment in the biosafety and biocontainment
world, moving beyond a "one-size-fits-all" approach. We'll start with the foundational
principles of what a risk assessment is, why it's critical in laboratory and research
settings, and the regulatory frameworks that often guide it. Through engaging, real-
world case studies from diverse biosafety scenarios, attendees will gain practical
insights into identifying hazards, characterizing risks, and evaluating control measures.
A core component of this course involves applying various risk assessment techniques,
from qualitative to semi-quantitative methods. We'll critically examine the strengths
and weaknesses of each approach, helping you understand when and how to deploy
the most effective tool for a given situation. Get ready for hands-on exercises that will
equip you with the skills to confidently conduct robust risk assessments, ensuring the
safety and integrity of your work environment.

https://www.absanz.org.au/2026-conference-workshops


Participants will explore ground-up design principles, HVAC options based on risk levels
and systems and recommended solutions with verification from lessons learned of
successful projects, including challenges with airflow control, pressure cascades, HEPA
filtration strategies, ductwork routing and redundancy. EDS systems demand accurate
environment controls with proven validation for meeting biological sterilization imposed
by regulations and guidelines. The instructors will define the design strategies that
lead to successful commissioning and operational management and improvements.
and the integration of effluent treatment systems in higher containment facilities.

Critical emphasis will be placed on PC3 commissioning workflows, including dynamic
testing, sensor calibration, pressure monitoring, and verification protocols that align
with certification checklists such as those promulgated by the Office of the Gene
Technology Regulator (OGTR) and current Australian biosafety and biosecurity
guidance. Attendees will gain insight into best-practice design approaches that
streamline commissioning, enhance operational resilience, and support compliance
documentation.
By integrating case studies on a global scale, practical design analysis, and emerging
regulatory considerations, this course positions participants to deliver biosafety HVAC
solutions that are robust, compliant, and adaptable to future needs.

Workshop 4 (Full Day) - BSL3 Critical Systems HVAC/EDS Design/Commissioning

As regulatory frameworks evolve and design standards continue to be updated, PS3,
CL3 (A)BSL3 biocontainment HVAC- Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning design,
EDS- Effluent Decontamination Systems design and commissioning for laboratories
have become increasingly complex yet critically important for safety, performance, and
registration/certification. This full-day ABSANZ pre-conference course will equip
engineers, architects, biosafety professionals, scientists and facility managers with
well-founded understanding of two (2) of the most challenging design issues and
performance elements for PC3 laboratories. The approach and tools used to
conceptualize, evaluate, and commission HVAC and EDS systems will demonstrate a
common truly international solution that meets both national/international biosafety
expectations and local regulatory requirements. A comprehensive review of integrating
BSC- Primary equipment biological safety cabinets HVAC design options with one-line
schematics will illuminate how choices in system topology affect containment,
maintainability, operational reliability, and audit readiness.
 

Facilitators: Paul Langevin |Merrick, Nathan Woods | MPI, Andrew Hill |CSIRO
ACDP

https://www.absanz.org.au/2026-conference-workshops


Site Tour 1 - Australian Centre for Disease
Preparedness; CSIRO

Site Training/Tour Option 1
Drainage and Spatial Decontamination Technical Training Course (max 8 registrations)-
hosted in ACDP’s biocontainment area. Requires site arrival and secure area induction
beginning at 9am. This course will require a secure induction (approx. 1 hr). Arrival 9am,
secure area entry 10am, theory training in ACDP secure training lab 10am-12pm. Lunch in
the secure area, hands on technical training from 12:30pm-4pm, exit secure area at 4pm.
The training will exclude BI/EI processing due to time restrictions (Price includes catering
on the day as well as return bus from Pullman, Albert Park). 

Site Training/Tour Option 2
Introduction to Sterilisers and Autoclave Load Validation (max 8 registrations)- hosted in
ACDP’s non-secure area using sterilisers and training rooms. This training will introduce
various steriliser equipment, practice load validation on an active steriliser using wireless
probe technology and demonstrate validation data migration from the probes into the
integrated quality management system. We can also include ACDP’s standard maintenance
considerations in addition to regulatory validation requirements. This training will not
require a secure induction. (Price includes catering on the day as well as return bus from
Pullman, Albert Park). 

Site Training/Tour Option 3
Risk Management of High Containment Operations and Specialised Work Area
Considerations. This training will focus on risk identification and mitigation strategies for
standard microbiological PC/BC 2, 3 and 4 laboratories and associated animal and
arthropod containment areas. Course to be held non-secure, and has a maximum
registration number of 12. It will leverage ACDP’s specialised facility management staff to
focused training and risk considerations for targeted work areas/levels. This will include
regulatory oversight and continual review and evaluation of risk management
effectiveness. (Price includes catering on the day as well as return bus from Pullman,
Albert Park). 

Site Tours
1

https://www.csiro.au/en/about/facilities-collections/acdp


Site Tour 2 - WEBS, UoM & ACMD, St Vincent’s
Hospital Melbourne

2

2

4

Join us for an exclusive behind-the-scenes tour of two leading research and
innovation facilities, showcasing cutting-edge design, collaboration, and scientific
advancement.

Please note:
·Places are strictly limited to 10 participants due to site restrictions
·Spots will be allocated on a first-paid basis and are available to 2026 ABSANZ
Conference delegates only
·A minibus transfer will be provided, with pick-up and return to the Pullman
Melbourne Albert Park
·A $50 per person fee applies to help subsidise transport costs
A full itinerary will be provided once registrations close

Stop 1: Western Edge Biosciences Building | University of Melbourne

Located at the University of Melbourne, the Western Edge Biosciences Building (Building
125) is a state-of-the-art facility designed to support interdisciplinary research, teaching, and
collaborative learning.
This tour provides a unique opportunity to explore both front-of-house and back-of-house
environments within a highly specialised biosciences facility.
Featured Spaces
Participants will experience a range of purpose-built teaching and research environments,
including:

Veterinary Anatomy Teaching Lab
Object-Based Learning Area – featuring a curated collection of animal skeletons and
teaching specimens
Dry Teaching Lab (Computer-Based Facility)
Wet Teaching Lab (Internally Certified PC2)
Wet Teaching Lab (Pharmacology & Biochemistry)
Dry Teaching Lab (Physiology)

This stop highlights how contemporary laboratory design supports diverse teaching
methodologies, integrates technology, and meets stringent safety and certification
requirements.



Site Tour 2 - WEBS, UoM & ACMD, St Vincent’s
Hospital Melbourne
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Stop 2:  The Aikenhead Centre for Medical Discovery (ACMD)

The Aikenhead Centre for Medical Discovery (ACMD), located within the St Vincent’s
Hospital Melbourne precinct in Fitzroy, is Australia’s first hospital-based biomedical
engineering research and education centre. Designed to bring clinicians, engineers,
researchers and industry together under one roof, ACMD accelerates the translation of
discovery into real-world healthcare impact. As part of the ABSANZ conference,
delegates will have the opportunity to tour the facility and see firsthand how biosafety,
governance and collaborative practice are embedded within a working clinical and
research environment, supporting safe, responsible innovation from lab to patient.

Site Tour 3 - Monash University Facilities Tour3

Tour Option 1 – Monash University (Clayton Campus) & Hudson Institute Facilities Tours
Join us for an exclusive behind-the-scenes experience across two of Australia’s leading
biomedical and research precincts, showcasing cutting-edge facilities, innovation, and
collaboration between research and healthcare.
Morning Tour – Monash University (Clayton Campus)
Explore three world-class facilities within Monash’s innovation precinct:

AquaCore – A leading aquatic research facility supporting advanced biomedical and
regenerative medicine research
CryoEM – A state-of-the-art electron microscopy centre enabling high-resolution molecular
imaging
BLTB (Biomedical Learning and Teaching Building) – A modern, interdisciplinary space for
education and research in health and biomedical sciences

Afternoon Tour – Hudson Institute of Medical Research
(Located within Monash Medical Centre Precinct)
Discover a premier translational research institute where science meets clinical care:

Access to the Translational Research Facility (TRF)
Exposure to advanced platforms including genomics, imaging, and cell analysis
Insight into clinical and cell therapy laboratories supporting emerging treatments
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Site Tour 3 - Monash University Facilities Tour3

Tour Option 2 – Morning Tour – Monash University (Clayton Campus) only

Explore three world-class facilities within Monash’s innovation precinct:

AquaCore – A leading aquatic research facility supporting advanced biomedical and
regenerative medicine research
CryoEM – A state-of-the-art electron microscopy centre enabling high-resolution
molecular imaging
BLTB (Biomedical Learning and Teaching Building) – A modern, interdisciplinary space
for education and research in health and biomedical sciences

Site Tour 4 - VIDRL at the Peter Doherty Institute4

The Victorian Infectious Diseases
Reference Laboratory (VIDRL), part of the
Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and
Immunity in Melbourne, is a leading public
health and reference laboratory supporting
diagnostic virology, surveillance, outbreak
response, and research across Australia.
VIDRL hosts national and international
reference functions, including WHO-
designated laboratories, and plays a critical
role in the detection, characterisation, and
control of emerging and high-consequence
pathogens.

Laboratory tours concentrating on high containment facilities and their associated plant
will be run on Friday the 31st of July. Four groups of up to 5 people will be available for
a total of 20. As part of this tour, visitors may also be provided with an overview of
VIDRL’s diagnostic reference laboratories PC3 and PC4 suit laboratory, if not in active
use. The tour will focus on diagnostic capabilities, operational, biosafety, and regulatory
frameworks as well as facility design and management principles. Photo ID, enclosed
shoes, no loose clothing and tied back hair will be required on the day. Pre-approved
areas only will be accessed, under strict supervision and in accordance with institutional
security and biosafety requirements.



Guest Speakers

Professor James McCluskey AO FAA
FAHMS

Assistant Vice Chancellor
Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor

Co-Chair, Australian Institute for
Infectious Disease

The University of Melbourne

Professor Mely Caballero-Anthony
Lead, Biosecurity and International Security

Asia Centre for Health Security 
Professor of International Relations

Associate Dean (International Engagement)
Head of Centre for Non-Traditional Security Studies

President’s Chair in International Relations and Security
Studies

Tia Huia Haira
Reo Whānau / Pou Rangahau

Ātiawa Toa Hauora Partnership Board

Dr Danielle Anderson
Medical Scientist

Victorian Infectious Diseases Reference Laboratory
Bioresources High Containment Facility Manager

Department of Microbiology and Immunology
The University of Melbourne

The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and
Immunity 

Professor James St John
Head of the Clem Jones Centre for

Neurobiology and Stem Cell Research
Institute for Biomedicine and Glycomics

Griffith University

Dr Allen Roberts
Strategic Facility Operations Director

Australian Centre for Disease
Preparedness

https://about.unimelb.edu.au/leadership/senior-leadership/professor-james-mccluskey-ao
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tia-huia-haira-97a05015b/
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/7208-james-st-john
https://www.csiro.au/en/about/facilities-collections/acdp


Tony Della-Porta Oration
The Tony Della-Porta Oration honours the legacy of Dr Tony Della-Porta, an
internationally recognised leader in biosecurity, biocontainment and biological safety.
After completing his PhD in Microbiology, Tony joined CSIRO's Division of Animal Health,
where he played a key role in commissioning the Australian Animal Health Laboratory
(AAHL) high-containment facilities in Geelong. He was a founding member and Past
President of ABSANZ and served on the Board of the International Federation of
Biosafety Associations (IFBA).

Named in his honour, the oration recognises Tony's outstanding contribution to the
establishment and growth of ABSANZ and celebrates individuals who have made
exceptional contributions to biosafety and biosecurity.

2026 Tony Della-Porta Oration
ABSANZ is proud to present the 2026 Tony Della-Porta Oration to Professor Mely
Caballero-Anthony in recognition of her outstanding leadership and internationally
recognised contributions to biosecurity and health security.

Neil Walls Scholarship

The Neil Walls Scholarship recognises the contribution of Neil Walls to the field of
biocontainment engineering and his commitment to advancing biosafety and biosecurity
practices.

Neil has made significant contributions to the design, development and operation of
high-containment facilities and has shared his extensive knowledge and experience with
the biosafety community through his work with ABSANZ and the broader profession.
Established in his honour, the scholarship supports emerging professionals by providing
opportunities to further their knowledge, experience and contribution to the future of
biosafety and biosecurity.

2026 Neil Walls Scholarship

ABSANZ is proud to award the 2026 Neil Walls Scholarship to Damian Alexander
Honeyman in recognition of his commitment to advancing biosafety, biosecurity and
professional development.
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2026 Conference Program 

While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the conference program, the conference committee reserves
the right to make changes to the program, speakers, and sessions.

Any such changes will be communicated as soon as possible and will not result in a refund. We appreciate your
understanding and flexibility.



2026 Sponsors and Exhibitors
ABSANZ gratefully acknowledges the generous support of our conference
sponsors and exhibitors. Their partnership is instrumental in the delivery of
this conference and in supporting professional collaboration and knowledge
sharing within our community.
Please take the opportunity to visit our sponsors and exhibitors throughout
the conference and thank them for their ongoing support.
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